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of Christ

A Message from
Martin Luther
“Away with human opinions!”

|
(LW 27:31)

Opening Prayer

|

L: Trust in the LORD with all

your heart,

P: And do not lean on your own
understanding. (Proverbs 3:5)

L: Sanctify them in the truth;

P: Your Word is truth! (John 17:17)

L: Open our eyes, O Lord, that we may behold

wondrous things out of Your Word.

P: Amen!

Free to Choose
What important assumptions does this UCC
statement make concerning the individuals

ability to exercise “freedom of conscience”?

When Luther was told to turn away from the

biblical teachings that he was publishing in the

Church and to publish such things no more, he

refused. Luther stated, “My conscience is held

captive by the Word of God.” What did Luther

mean by this?

In what way do the following Bible passages

speak about the so-called “freedom of con-

science”?

Matthew 15:10-20

Colossians 2:8

1 Timothy 6:20

It’s All Relative

What is the value of being unified with other

Christians in one confession of faith?

What do the following Bible passages have to

say about the importance of avoiding those

who teach something that they thought up for

themselves rather than something they learned

from Gods Word, the Bible?

Romans 16:17-18

2 Thessalonians 2:10b-12

1 Timothy 1:3-5

In what way does the idea “We will believe

what we want to believe” give you great protec-

tion? (See Acts 5:29.) On the other hand, in

what way can this idea rob you of all certainty

and confidence in believing?

What does Romans 2:14-15 have to say about

the source of the conscience?
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Church Body

(Congregational)

History

While the United Church of Christ

was founded in 1957, its history dates

back much further. The Pilgrims that

settled Plymouth Colony first brought

Congregationalism to America. They

united with the Puritans under the

Cambridge Platform of 1648.

Vital Statistics

The United Church of Christ has

1.3 million members in the United

States. Its Office of the General

Ministry is located in Cleveland,

Ohio. Source: www.ucc.org.

Source of Doctrine

The United Church of Christ

builds its doctrine on the Word of

God, the creeds of the ecumenical

councils, and the confessions of the

Reformation (including the Augsburg

Confession and Luther’s Small

Catechism). There is no centralized

authority or hierarchy that can impose

any doctrine or form of worship on its

members. The UCC acknowledges the

historic creeds and confessions of the

Church as testimonies but not tests of

the faith.

Role of Christ/Way

of Salvation

Since the UCC results from so

many different Reformed Church

backgrounds, it is difficult to identify

a clear statement concerning justi-

fication. The role of the believer in

salvation is most often placed above

Christ’s role.

Sacraments
The UCC celebrates both Baptism

and Holy Communion. Baptism is

available for all ages and is seen as the

baptized’s entrance into the fellowship

of believers. Through Baptism, a per-

son receives the gift of the Spirit and

forgiveness of sins. The UCC under-

standing of Communion varies greatly

from the Lutheran perspective. They

teach that through participation in

the Sacrament of Communion, believ-

ers celebrate and remember Christ’s

sacrifice as they experience the fel-

lowship of all believers. The elements

(bread and wine) are seen as symbolic

only—there is no teaching of the real

presence.

Lutheran Response
The lack of sacramental teachings

in the UCC leaves the believer without

an understanding of the blessings they

receive in Baptism and Communion.
Be prepared to show this believer these

benefits using the Word of God.
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14 Evangelical Lutheran
Church in American

A Message from
Martin Luther
[God’s Word] is called iron

because of its inflexible and

invincible straightness, or, as

blessed Augustine has observed,

its inflexible righteousness. For

however many have tried to twist

and bend the Word of God to

their own interpretation, it has

remained invincibly straight,

convicting as liars those who have distorted

it. . .

.

However, when some ascribe to the

Scriptures the flexibility of a waxen nose and

say that it is like a bending reed, this is due to

the work of those who misuse the holy Word
of God for their incompetent and unstable

opinions. . . . They reach the point where the

Word of God, which is fitting for everything,

fits nothing. (LW 14:338)

2 Peter 3:15-16

Revelation 22:18-19

Why might it seem attractive to say that the

Bible only contains God’s Word, rather than

that the Bible is God’s Word?

How might the belief that the Bible only con-

tains God’s Word tempt you to doubt the cer-

tainty of your forgiveness of sins and salvation?

In Che Word
Consider how the following ELCA practices

and topics of theological conversation measure

up to what the Bible teaches. Each of these con-

versations is made possible by the assumption

that the Bible only contains God’s Word, but is

not itself God’s Word.

Opening Prayer
L: No prophecy of Scripture comes from some-

one’s own interpretation.

P: For no prophecy was ever produced by the

will of man,

L: But men spoke from God.

P: They spoke from God as they were carried

along by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:20-21)

L: Open our eyes, O Lord, that we may behold

wondrous things out of Your Word.

P: Amen!

The ordination of women
1 Timothy 2:11-14

Homosexuality as an acceptable

alternative lifestyle for Christians
Romans 1:24-26

1 Corinthians 6:9-10

Abortion
Jeremiah 1:5

Psalm 139:16

The Lutheran Difference
What phrase does the Nicene Creed use to

describe the Bible? Why do you suppose a

statement about the Bible was included in this

creed?

What do the following passages from the Bible

have to say about the Bible?

2 Timothy 3:16

2 Peter 1:20-21

Micah 6:7

Is it always easy to understand why God would

prohibit these things?

Why might it be important for Christians to

believe and trust what God says in His Word,

the Bible, even when we cannot fully under-

stand why He might have said it?
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Church Body

History

The Evangelical Lutheran

Church in America (ELCA) was

established in 1988 as a result

of the merger of three smaller

Lutheran synods: The Lutheran

Church in America (LCA), the

American Lutheran Church (ALC),

and the Association of Evangelical

Lutheran Churches (AELC).

Vital Statistics

The ELCA has 4.8 million

members. The ELCA is head-

quartered in suburban Chicago.

Sources: www.elca.org.

Source of Doctrine

Lutheran church bodies base

doctrine on the Scriptures and

the Lutheran Confessions. Some

church bodies, notably the ELCA,

have adopted doctrines from the

church bodies they have joined

with in fellowship.

Role of Christ/Way

of Salvation

Salvation is a free gift given by

grace through faith in Christ Jesus.

While this teaching remains strong

in the Wisconsin Evangelical

Lutheran Synod and many of the

independent Lutheran churches,

the ELCA has joined with other

church bodies in recent years and

softened its position.

Sacraments
Baptism bestows forgiveness,

rescue from death and the devil,

and the gift of faith to eternal sal-

vation. In Holy Communion, the

participant receives the true body

and blood of Christ for forgiveness

and strengthening of faith.

Lutheran Response
While we may share the name

Lutheran , there are considerable

differences in doctrine and prac-

tice—especially concerning fellow-

ship with other church bodies and

the ordination of women.
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